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About a year ago VOR was contacted by Vaadeh Magazine, a publication of the Iranian fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous.
Gratefully perusing this regional newsletter of NA in Iran, we were curious of the cultural variations that constitute the unique
experience of the Iranian addict. What does ending the meeting in the ‘usual fashion’ look like? Do y'all serve tea instead of
coffee? Do your fellowships have activities committees, and if so what do they do for fun? Etc. But most humbling, was that in
spite of any greater differences; politics, religion, and customs, the tradition of “principles before personalities” reigns supreme.

To our NA brothers and sisters in Iran, WE LOVE YOU AND WE NEED YOU!

“Emancipation”

| thought | was just having a problem and it was a drug addiction. But it was not, in fact, my main problem with my thoughts
and thoughts. Filled with disease. A disease called addiction. After getting into other_anonymous addicts, | was not alone.

| entered a land full of people like myself. People who have lived through the era of blindness and ignorance like me. And now
it has come to freedom and emancipation through the association of anonymous addicts and the observance of the principle
of that association. Freedom does not mean coercion. Freedom in the sense of having the right to choose to understand the
facts. Freedom in the sense of self-examination (function-step), freedom means consulting when making decisions
{ guiding ). Emancipation in a meaningful way to overcome your own shortcomings and to recognize the superior force (Godl)

“For Me Today, Power Means Having the Right to Choose”- www.vaadeh.ir November 1997
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